PREFACE
SINCE 1896 when one of us made a summary of the
results obtained from the chemical and bacteriological
examination of water and their bearing on the purifica-
tion works necessary for ensuring a proper supply for
drinking purposes, the science of water purification
has developed in several important directions, and the
earlier methods in use in England during the greater
part of the last century have been improved almost
out of recognition. This development has been
mainly due to the zeal and enterprise of the growing
cities in America which have realised that one of the
most essential factors for the well-being of a community
is an ample supply of clean and wholesome water.
Whilst these American Investigations were in progress,
much new information on the natural changes which
occur in water when stored and filtered was obtained
here and on the continent from the accumulated data
derived from a study of new sources and the variation
in the quality of those municipal supplies which had
been systematically studied during recent years.
The reports embodying these developments now
form a voluminous literature, and the conclusions
arrived at seem to indicate that many of the earlier
processes for the protection 6f water from contamina-
tion can be modified with advantages which render it
imperative that these departures from,the primitive